In this paper we prove the Theorem: A group satisfying the law 
Rejecting the cases when u = v or u = V~ which trivially imply abelianness, we have 32 other possible combinations for (l.l). We shall group them into three different categories. The first category is when the right hand side of (l.l) is of the form [u, w, w" 1 ] or \u, w, u" 1 ] .
There are sixteen possible cases for this category. The first two cases were discussed by Gupta [7] . Separate proofs are given for the remaining cases. A few cases of categories 1 and 2 were also proved by Gupta but our general method will show how they can otherwise easily be proved.
We also prove THEOREM 2. A group G satisfying the law [x, y] = [x, y, x] is always abelian.
Notations and identities
For two elements x and y in a group G , we define or = y xy .
The commutator of x and y is defined as (2.1)
In what follows z = [x, y] .
Proofs o f the Theorems
by (2.1*). Take the inverse to get
by ( Similarly we can prove In (3.^) put x = x and j / = j / and solve for [x, y] to get
Take the inverses of (3. We also note that (3.8) and (3. Since the derived laws in (3.13) to (3.20) belong to category 1 , in all these cases the original laws imply that the group is atelian.
Before discussing the last category, we shall illustrate how some of the laws discussed before could have also been proved by the following method. Let
Take the inverse of C» .2) Gupta [/] proved that (it.11) implies an abelian group. Hence (k.J) implies that the group is abelian. Before proceeding we shall prove 
